ATLANTIS €

TOWARDS THE OPERA CYCLE

ATLANTIS VARIATIONS

FOR SOLO PIANO
by Derek Strahan

RDS009

Derek Strahan,

Virtual Piano

"ATLANTIS VARIATIONS" FOR SOLO PIANO by Derek Strahan
Derek Strahaywvirtual piano
Revolve RDS009

COMPOSER’S NOTES: In hisworkO AustraliarPiano Music of the Twentieth CenturyOQ
(published Praeger 2005) (page 14&pfessotarry Sitskyof the Australian National
University School of Musichas kindly intimated that, in his opinion, any book on Australian
piano music, to be considered come)ethould include a mention of Derek Strahan and his
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PART ONE: 1* movement: "THE SUN({(Track 1) The furnace of the sun is embodied in a chain

of polytonal chords, which are the basis & set of 3 variations which seek to portray various
solar activities: continuous nuclear fission; the corona; solar flares.

2" Movement: "THE ASTEROID"(Track 2) The asteroid is a rogue child of unpredictable
character, of changeable habits, easiayged from its usual path. A double invertible theme is
introduced, in the form of a fugue.
|
[ $71 8%/'3'0+Y! g[W”BH)g!(Track 3P!D(+'$%*7(! %&! +1"' D7%0*(! h$%@A! &%66%2! *07*/*7@!
'F+$'3'6-1 '55'0+$*5>! '6%0=9+'7>! '66*A+*596! %$.*+(>! 21%('! 9A1'6*%0! A%(*+*%0(! 9%'! .-%07! +
%$.*+(1%&!b@A*+'$19071)9+@$0>1907!21%("TA'$*1'6*%0! A% (*+*%0(!.$*0=1+1'3!1/'$-156%0 ("I +%0!+1"!
*O(*7" +1" %$.*+(! %89$(>! KI9$+1! 907! 0@ (;! k(*0=! 3@ (*596! *0+'$/96(! 9(! 9! 3'+9A1%S$! &%$!
5'6'(+*96! 7*(+905' +1' (19A" %&! 90! '66*A+*596! %$.*+! *(1 +$95'7! .- 9! A9++BOROGO(? @ 96!
*0+'$/96!'"05%3A9((*0=!+1"1"0+*$'1$90="1%&!+1' ,'-.%9$7; H1*(1%$.*+! %&! +1"1 $%=@" 9 (+'$%*7!*(!
1'9$7!*0!15%@0+'$A%*0+!+9%0!+1'15*$5@69%!%3$.*+1%&! AG90'+(IO7'A*5+'7!.-1A9++'$0(1 %&! 0%+'(!
*0+'$/96 (Pt
| | |
i *18%/'3'0+Y! g'Kjk)g! (Track 4)! H1"! +@3$.@6'0+! 907! %/'$1'9+'7! 09+@$'"! %&! 0@ (! *(!
$'&6'5+'71*01913%+*&1%&!6*,''519895+'$;

|
L+18%/'3'0+Y!g8[[jg! (Track 5) j%2!2*+1*0!+1'$'963!0%%$!%$.*+96!9++$95+*%0P!%&! K9$+1>!
8%9%60! *(! A'$S5™/'7! 90+1$%A%3%$A1*5966->! 9(! 9! h%77'((;! d19+/$! (1" 29(! 5966'7>! *0!
D+690+'90!+*3'(>!(1129(1A$%.9.6-1+1'1%$*=*096!9$51'+-A'1%&! D$+'3*(1%&! +1'1h$",(>121%! 29(!
96(%! +1'1'W%390! V*9093 <@ 0+3$'((>! Z@"0! %&! +1' d%%7;! H1' 3@ (*596! 5*A1'$! *(! 9! A$*396!
1@0+*0=15966>"*QAIB6!19$3%0->1.9('7!%0!+1"10%+'(1%&!+1"109+@$%6!1%$0;



|
Q4 8%/'3'0+Y! gKDWH<{Track 6) [@$! 1%3'! AGOO"+!*(! 7'A*5+'71 -1919$0*0=! 3'6%7->! *O!
A9$966'6! +1*$7(! &%$3*0=! 193BY6@H +1'! 39C%S$! [+1! 907! R+1! 9=9*0(+! +1'1 +9%60*5>! 3%/*0=! *O!
(?2@'05" +1$%@=1! /9$*%@(! $'69+7! ,-(;! H1' 3'6%7-! *(! 7'/'6%A7! *0! &*/'! 5%0+$9(+*0=!
19$*9+*04(1(

|

| +18%/'3'0+Y !gDHUD]jHB)Track 7)!H1*(!('5+*%0!'3A6%-(!6"*+3%+*&(!907! A9((9="(196$'97-!
*0+$%7@5'7!*0190!'9$6*'$! 2% B8BY0E&H () ¥ +,-* . $IH0L"$#,* $/#0*2*3'% &, 4* SETFFRS+$9*+!%& 1 +1'!
D+690+'90! 690739((! 907! '3A*$' *(1 2%/'0! &$%3! 6*+3%+*&(! &%$! g#%(*7%0g>! +1'1 &% @07'$! (
5%6%0*('$_P>! gtg=+1*(15%0(%$+J! gD+69(g>! &*$(+! %8I A" &8 2(80(J! 907! 96(%! &$%3!
(1%$+'$!3%&t! 7'0%+*0=!("*(3*5!*0(+9.*6*4gM$*7'0rg>IgW*&+g; DI 7*(C@05+*/"A9((9="17'0%+*0=!9!
4S$95+@3$'1*01)APF*3":! (Track 8)!6'97(1+IWO0!'F+'07'7!+1'3""'/%,*0=14H1'1h%67' 0!'D='g>!9!
(@339+*%0!%&!D+690+*(19+!*+(11*=1+;

| | |

PART TWO: 8" Movement: "FEMALE MAGIC:(Track 9. Maya Variations/Track 10. Maya
Compound Variations/Track 11. CalypsoOs Danc@wo new leitmotifs are introduced embodying
the feminine principal: "Maya a universal deity common toréek ("Maia"), Indian and Amerindian
myth (a double invertible theme Maya | and Mayg Hhd "Calypso”, in mythology a sea nymph,
here a rebel figure, symbolising female revolt against patriarchy, and the founding of an iedepend
island realm. The existence of many more islands in the Atlantic in ancient times is indicated on tf
so-called portolan maps which circulated secretly amongst mariners for centuries, and which we
condemned as heretical by the Church. Surviving fartanaps dating from the 14th century are
thought to have been copies of much older maps. (Columbus is thought to have had one.) Traditi
ascribes the origin of magical practises to Atlantis. They are associated with female power. Seve
dancesare heard evocative of magical rites. Musical ideas emerged from the following pathology:
"Alluring, unnerving: that which understands logic and implies one premise but acts on another; tha
which seduces by promises of the expected, but retains power by dgliverinnexpected; that
which appears familiar, but remains elusiveE
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PART THREE : 10th Movement: "TRIPLE CONJUNCTION{(Track 14) The motifs of Venus,

Moon and Earth are reprised, and then combine in triple counterpoint, a musical metaphor
denoting the three bodies moving into triple conjunctidris section closes with a variant reprise

of music for OThe Golden AgeO (which is atmend.

| | |
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TOWARD THE OPERAS
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“The Last Days Of Atlantis”: AG%+
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TRACK LIST FOR BACK SLICK

ATLANTIS VARI ATIONS (Duration: 50.39)

1. Sun (Variations B 3) 3.05 (PART 1, Celestial Bodie®?22.4%
2. Fugue for a Rogue Asteroid2.22

3. Orbits 1.44

4. Venus 1.22

5. Moon 1.12

6. Earth (Variations B5) 8.34

7. Atlantis- main themes: Poseidon, Cleito. Atlas, Trident 3.16

8. TheGolden Age 1.12

9. Maya Variations 5.28 (PART 2, Female MagicPatriarchy B15.3))
10.Maya Compound Variations5.13

11.CalypsoOs Dance 0.56

12.Male Angst 0.54

13.Male Fervour 3.03

14.Triple Conjunction 2.50 (PART 3, End of an Ageb12.02
15. Fire BDImpactbDeluge 2.50

16. Proclamation 0.53

17.The End of an Ag®Atlantis submerge® CleitoOs Lament & Epilogue 5.29

Total duration: 50.39



